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success in the little human drama in which he played a
humble role as an office worker in the world.
At various times the Engineering Department transfer-
red Lahiri Mahasaya to its offices in Gazipur, Mirzapur,
Naini Tal, Danapur, and Banaras. After the death of his
father, the young man assumed responsibility for the
members of his entire family. He bought for them a
home in the secluded Garudeswar Mohulla neighbourhood
of Banaras.
It was in his thirty-third year that Lahiri Mahasaya saw
fulfilment of the purpose for which he had reincarnated
on earth. He met his great guru, Babaji, near Ranikhet
in the Himalayas, and was initiated by him in Kriya Yoga.
This auspicious event did not happen to Lahiri Maha-
saya alone; it was a fortunate moment for all the human
race. The lost, or long-vanished, highest art of yoga was
again being brought to light.
As the Ganges* came from heaven to earth, in the
Purana story, offering a divine draught to the parched
devotee Bhagirath, so in 1861 the celestial river of Kriya
Yoga began to flow, from the secret fastness of the Hima-
layas into the dusty haunts of men.
* The waters of Mother Ganga, hoty river of the Hindus, have
their origin in an icy cave of the Himalayas amidst the eternal
snows and silences. Down the centuries, thousands of saints
delighted in remaining near the Ganges; they have left along its
banks an aura of blessing.
An extraordinary, perhaps unique, feature of the Ganges River
is its unpollutability. No bacteria live in its changeless sterility.
Millions of Hindus, without harm, use its waters for bathing
and drinking. This fact is baffling to modern scientists. One of
them, Dr. John Howard Northrop, co-winner of the Nobel Prize
for chemistry in 1946, recently said: "We know thai the Ganges
is highly contaminated. Yet Indian drink out of it, swim in it,
and are, apparently not affected." He added, hopefully: "Per-
haps bacteriophage [the virus that destroys bacteria] renders the
river sterile".
The Vcdas inculcate reverence for all natural phenomena. The
devout Hindu well understands the praise of St. Francis of
Assisi: "Blessed be rny Lord for our Sister Water, so useful,
humble, chaste, and precious".